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Greetings from Kanuma City
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Mayor of Kanuma City
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On the Occasion of Publication of Kanuma City Handbook

-
Located in central western Tochigi Prefecture and highly accessible due to its geographical location being within 100 km from the
Tokyo metropolitan area combined with the convenience of a well-established fransportation network including the Tohoku
Expressway, Kita-Kanto Expressway, JR Nikko Line, and Tobu Nikko Line, Kanuma City has developed as a city that is not only convenient
in its accessibility but also highly livable. The rich forest resources and many fresh river streams descending from deep mountains endow
the city with a beautiful landscape and diverse agricultural and forestry products, and a humankindness and warmth shown by its
citizens raised in a rich natural setting and a relaxed lifestyle are one of the charms of the city.

Its long history, technology and industries cultivated by a local distinctive culture are still tenderly passed down to successive
generations. Kanuma-made timber that has acquired “Forest Certification,” evidence of an abundant forest and high-quality timber,-is
being used for the roofs and eaves of the “New National Stadium” and “Olympic Village Plaza” for the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic
Games. It is our great pleasure and pride that our local forest-certified timber is being used for such an occasion that will be watched
by people all over the world. We have great expectations that it will serve as a promotion for our forest industry.

Kanuma Cityis also one of the top producers of strawberries that has gained a high level of trust over the history of production,
shipment volume, and quality in Tochigi Prefecture which is the largest production area of strawberries in Japan. So, we are making
various kinds of city promotion campaigns with a focus on “strawberries,” establishing the “strawberry” as the municipal symbol for the
enhancement of the city image and declaring our city the “Strawberry City."

Kanuma City celebrated its 70th anniversary since its municipalization in 2018. In order to take a step further into the future as

, “Strawberry City Konue'\d,” we will continue to promote the 7th comprehensive plan “Challenge 15 (Ichigo) Project” that serves as a

guideline for new community development and exert every possible effort to realize a “City Town of Flowers, Green and Fresh Streams”
and “City of Smiles and Harmony" in collaboration with our citizens so that our city will continue to develop and advance and become
“Kanuma Chosen by People.”

This handbook introduces the charms of the city through its culture and history, including “Float Event in Kanuma Imamiya Shrine
Festival" that has been designated as a national important intangible folk cultural property of Japan and is also registered as a UNESCO
intfangible cultural heritage and “Sculptured Floats” that are the symbol of the festival. It would be a great pleasure if you take a look at
this handbook and discover the wonders and attractiveness of Kanuma City.
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