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Kanuma Autumn Festival
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“Kanuma Autumn Festival” is held for two days on the second Saturday and
Sunday prior to *Health and Sports Day” in October every year. This is a regularly
held festival of the Imamiya Shrine that is designated an important intangible folk
cultural property as a “Float Event of Kanuma Imamiya Shrine."” In the year of Keicho
13 (1608) after the Period of the WarringrStates, Imamiya Shrine was reconstructed.
As there was a drought in that year, the shrine parishioners and the local residents
prayed for the god of Imamiya for three days and nights. As a result, thunderstorms
with torrential rains arrived, and it is said that the annual festival has its origins in a
festival they held by offering a halberd and Japanese cleyera to the gods when the
rains stopped. Festival towing floats which are called “Yama,” *Hoko,” and “Yatai”
have their roots in a portable shrine and have changed with the times and
developed into unique local cultural styles nationwide. This festival was registered as
a “UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage™ with thirty-three other festivals in Japan in
2016.

Currently, on the first day of the festival, more than 20 sculptured floats from 34
parishioner towns participate in the festival and “parade into” Imamiya Shrine in a
procession. The floats that gather in the precincts of the shrine “parade Sut” of the
shrine in the evening with their lanterns lit and return to their respective fowns in a
fantastic atmosphere.

During the festival, more than two floats confront each other on the road in some
cases and perform "buttsuke” (banging) while playing gallant ohayashi (Japanese
musical accompaniment) to each other. The spectacle of ohayashi and cheers
echoing throughout the town is the highlight of the festival.

On the secend day, "yatai soroi-biki (ftowing floats in a procession)™ is performed,
with sculptured floats parading around the main street of the city, while “mikoshi
junko” (portable shrine procession) is performed, with a portable shrine visiting a
fown that holds annual duties, starting from Imamiya Shrine. A 300 meter-long
parade of people dressed in fraditional costumes is a sight fo behold.
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Sculptured Floats of Kanuma
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A float is a four-wheel vehicle with a "kara hafu” gable
roof which is man-powered. The interior is divided into
two rooms, consisting of a theatrical platform at the
front and an accompanist room at the back.
Characterized by sculptured decorative woodworks
without the use of woven fabrics, it is called a
“Sculptured Float.”

The conveyance of a float weighing more than 3 tons
is the great appeal of young men in town, not to
mention the sculptured works. Especially, as the four
wheels are fixed and no steering device is provided,
you can see the difference in “teko-mawashi”
(leveraging and turning technique) at the time of
change in direction depending on the town.

A float is not completed at one single time but
constructed over the years, collecting donations from
the local residents and adding sculptured decorations
sequentially.

The most recent float was constructed in 1996. We can
say it is a characteristic of Kanuma City that floats
damaged during a festival can be repaired
immediately and floats can still be newly built even
now. Carpenters who are engaged in the construction
and reconstruction of floats received the “Local
Traditional Performing Art Awards Grand Prize" in
October 2016 as the “Artisans of Kanuma.” It can be

said that sculptured floats are the biggest traditional
Craftworks ofihe “Town of Woodworking Kanuma.”
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