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Remains, the footprints of distant ancestors
“Jhe roads they walked on lead to the present
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The prologue fo the history of Kanuma starts from the Paleolithic
Age. some 20,000 years ago.

The mountains in the Ashio mountain district and fresh river sfreams
descending from the mountain areas have formed varied and
abundant natural environments. Favored by such blessings of
nature, Kanuma has been a livable place for people since
ancient times. In the city, 389 historical “remains” have been found
as living proof that our ancestors lived and built upon the earth.
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Hanganzuka Tomb Mound
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Hanganzuka Tomb Mound, a city-deSignated historical site
located at Kitaakazuka-machi area, is a keyhole-shaped tomb
mound from the late Tumulus period (1,450 years ago). The length
of the burial mound is 60.90 m, but circumferential grooves were
discovered during the excavation, and it was revealed that the
tomb mound is one of the largest in the city having an overall
length of 120 m. It has a horizontal stone chamber at its back
circular part.

There are several legends about the origins of its name, including
Kuro Hogan Minamoto-no-Yoshitsune.
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Myojinmae Remains
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The Myojinmae Remains are located at the Kamidono-machi area around Oshihara Shrine, and their origins range from the
Jomon Period to the early modern period. It has been confirmed that there are remains from a site used to soak nuts in water
from the late Jomon Period (3,500 years ago). which is a very valuable discovery even at the nationwide level, and the largest
funeral venue in the prefecture. In addition to the large number of earthenware and stoneware, wood products and
lacquerware that were left well-preserved as well as horse chestnuts and walnuts that Jomon people ate were discovered.
These remains and relics reveal the actual way of processing nuts from the Jomon Period and also tell that the wisdom of Jomon
people lead directly fo the modern age.
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Hokkoiji no Gohan Shiki :
(Forced Rice-Eating Ceremony)
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This ritual fraces its origins back to mountain.asceticism in Nikko as with that of the Nikko-zan
Rin-noji Temple. At the beginning of each year, mountain priests employ mountain carriers and
urge people to eat offerings dedicated to Myoken Shrine, while acknowledging their services for
the past year and preaching about mental readiness required for the new year. This ritual also
implies the ritual of succession of the annual duties of the holders and an occasion of teaching
the local residents standard operating procedures of their home town.

M3877(T5WE) [C&PPRUTZERA A= —IRBEYO L. BASFEHNS51,200

ALEDFRE AN SIT BEEaE],  BERE0—2 [HROEPIELROE].

A X

Crying Sumo in Ikiko Shrine
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Sumo wrestling is performed in this sumo ring built inside the grounds of lkiko Shrine is held on
the first Sunday after September 19 every year. In this style of sumo wrestling, two children
from one to two years of age are caried respectively by two local parishioners dressed as
sumo wrestlers fo battle each other with shouts of “Yoisho, Yoisho," with the winner being the
baby who cries first. This is an event that incorporates the Japanese proverb “Naku ko wa
sodatsu” (A crying baby usually prospers) into dedicatory sumo wrestiing, and is a freasured
event with only a few similar events like this being held in Japan.
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Nasahara Bunraku (Japanese Puppet Show)
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Nasahara Bunraku, a National Intangible Folk Cultural Asset, is the only bunraku in the
prefecture, passed down from the Bunka era (1804 — 1817). All the members of the froupe
practice this style of art and are nationally recognized for their skill. Among others,
"Pilgrimage Song of Naruto, Awa,” “Tsubosaka Reigenki” and “Picture Story Taiko-ki
Judanme” are well-known specidalties. In recent years, the froupe has even performed in
Germany, expanding interest in the splendor of Kanuma' s traditional performing arts.
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